
© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  553 
 

Appraisal of the Challenges, Problems and 

Prospects of the Nigerian Oil and Gas 

Industry Content Development Act 2010 

 
Dr. Onyemere, John-Kennedy C 
 

Senior Lecturer, Dept. Of Commercial and Industrial Law,  

Faculty of Law, Abia State University, Uturu, Nigeria 

Principal Partner, Totalserve Attorneys, Port Harcourt 

 

 

ABSTRACT  

Nigerian oil and gas content requirements is a desperate response to control manpower shortage and 

foreign dominance in the industry through compulsory utilization of Nigerians to build in-country 

capacity and stimulate the economy to resolving national socio-economic problems, perennial conflicts 

and security challenges afflicting exploration in the region. The objective of this article is to assess the 

challenges, problems and prospects of the Nigerian content requirements, regarding enforceability and 

justifiability of the content rights, insecurity, marginalization and relegation of host citizens, 

environmental injustices, and restiveness, transfer of technology and succession plan and conducive 

environment for optimum peaceful exploration. The article adopted doctrinal research method, which 

basically relies on pure textual analysis of relevant legal resource materials. The article discovers that 

the host communities are the actual victims of the incidence of exploration in spite of legislative 

improvement and also a swap of ‘local content’ with ‘Nigerian content’. The paper concludes that the 

extant regime is not adequate to deliver the enforceability of the content rights of Nigerians, the 

responsibilities of government to build capacity and transfer technology, compliance level of 

international oil companies, priority placement and empowerment of the host communities. 

Consequently, the article recommends linking Nigerian content with other critical sectors, technical 

training and capacity development of Nigerians by the federal government, proper placement of 

qualified indigenes of the host communities in the sector, amendment of the obnoxious section 2 of 

the Act to confer tangible justiciable rights on the citizens of Nigeria and the inclusion of compulsory 

in-country refining of hydrocarbon crude oil produced in Nigeria. 
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I. INTRODUCTION  

The shortage of home-made skilled manpower and technical know-how, low value addition 

to the economy; youth restiveness and denial of stakeholders have been the core causes 

for the non- realization of the reform agenda in oil resource-rich countries including African 

nations. According to World Bank Report, there is significant shortage of human skills both 

in terms of number and quality, especially in the fields of science, technology, engineering 

and mathematics. The Nigerian oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act 2010 is a 

response to the challenges of continuing expatriate domination in the sector due to low 

skilled manpower, inadequate capacity and ill targeted agenda to revamp the dearth in 



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  554 
 

human capital development in the host communities, enhance linkages with other sectors 

and end foreign domination in the industry. The strategy has remained but the usual, 

traditional and conservative as the entire nations problems are pencilled for simultaneous 

solution using the top-bottom approach. This has been overtime proved to be wrong analysis 

of the situation because it has the capacity to substitute the host communities’ reparation 

and remediation packages to places that have not suffered the incidence of exploration at 

all. 

The principal principles of the local content policy is to ensure local investment in the sector; 

promote indigenous participation in the sector, technology transfer, employment generation 

for all categories of Nigerians, integration of the oil and gas industry into the mainstream 

economy through local refineries and petrochemical industries which were deliberately 

omitted. Typically, local content policy contains preferential treatment in matters of training, 

employment, contract bidding, procurement of goods and services, etcetera in favour of the 

host country. It is believed that this will generate technology transfer and facilitate the 

development of the host country’s critical sectors within a given period of time. The erstwhile 

prominent local content provision in the defunct regime provides among others a 12 months’ 

period for the holders of an OPL and OML licence or lease to submit a detailed local content 

plan for the recruitment and training of Nigerians for the approval of the minister. The 

realization of most local content policies suffers set-back due to potential incompatibility 

with International Trade Agreements and certain trade-offs.  

Oil resource discovery and oil boom triggers expectations such as price reduction of 

petroleum products, employment opportunities, infrastructural development and the various 

multiplier effects on the families. Others include significant reduction in the costs of living 

of the people and consequent improvement in the quality of life, overnight establishment of 

various institutions, offering one diploma, certificate or the other in oil and gas management 

etcetera. Basically, local content requirement seeks to promote increased value addition, 

domestic product and national income. 

Natural resource abundance ordinarily ought to promote growth, revenue boom, economic 

development, investments and quick human capital development referred to as ‘big push’  

but in most cases it is not real. This article identifies the swap of the concept of ‘local content’ 

with ‘Nigeria content’ as reflected in the definition paragraph of the Act as an illusory to 

jeopardize the expectation of the oil and gas host communities. The resultant effect of this 

jeopardy is the continued dominance of foreigners in the sector to turn the blessing into 

paradox due to high level of technical and skilled manpower despondency prevalent in 

nations, zones and regions of abundant natural resources  which can be averted through 

increased local participation, training and re-training of indigenous manpower, transfer of 

skill and technology, preferential and exclusive consideration of indigenous entrepreneurs 

and contractors, employment of locals and the use of local raw materials by foreign investors 

to eradicate the seeming paradox of resource-curse syndrome characteristic of commercial 

discovery of oil in the country . Nigeria sought to extend of its maritime boundary from 200 

nautical miles to the maximum limit of 350 nautical miles seawards in 2009 in order to 

acquire more oil potential zones. In furtherance, it is factual that while the oil and gas sector 

requires skilled and specialized manpower to operate effectively, collaboration is needed 

with the educational sector mostly the technological colleges and universities to produce the 

needed manpower as well as to the health sector to attend to the health needs of the 
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industry workers to avert oversea medical trips that engulfs whooping sums as similar 

situation is required in the construction, hospitality, tourists and recreation sectors if we 

must reap the full benefit of the Nigerian Content Act.   

 

II. CLARIFICATION OF CONCEPTS 

Conceptual clarification is used here to express the meaning of terms, words and concepts 

used in this article as well as the specific application to which the terms, word or concepts 

are used. It is intended to make a concept, an idea, and word, term more precise, clear and 

easy for purposeful understanding. It also aims at offering deeper clarification of the terms, 

concept or word or idea used to extricate assumptions, and ambiguities to earmark clear 

boundaries.    

A. Nigerian Content Act 2010 

Nigerian Content Act, is used here to refer to the Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content 

Development Act, 2010 to provide for the development of Nigerian Content in the Nigerian 

content plan, supervision, coordination, monitoring and implementation of Nigerian content 

and related matters. It was enacted on the 22nd day of April 2010 after the assent of the 

then President Good luck Ebele Jonathan. It constituted in three parts and expressed in 107 

sections with one schedule. It contains the basic principles of the Nigerian Content 

Requirement which enables indigenous participation, justiciable rights, the Nigerian content 

plan , the exclusive rights  and the right of first consideration  for the use of Nigerian 

products and services , indigenous companies  and utilization of Nigerian Professionals 

,banks ,Insurance , legal practitioners , vessels etc.           

B. Nigerian Content Requirements 

Nigerian Content Requirements is the total quantity and quality of value added to the 

Nigerian economy from the activities in the exploration, production, development, 

transportation, distribution and  sales of Nigerian crude Oil and gas resources through the 

compulsory maximum utilization of National human, material resources, services and 

mandatory indigenous capacity building and manpower development of Nigerian citizens by 

a pre-planned training and re-training schemes of the need area in the oil and gas industry 

without compromising  international standards. It is single sector based with priority 

consideration on Nigerians for award of oil and gas contracts, supply of Nigerian goods and 

services, training, employment and re-training of Nigerian employees, technology transfer 

aspirations and take-over bid.  

C. Resource Curse 

Resource Curse also referred to as the paradox of plenty and all is well where a man lives 

at the beautiful gate but his life is full of sorrow, a man who lives by the river side but 

washes his hands with spittle. It eventually leads to ills and significant social, economic, and 

political challenges incidental to the season of plenteousness which has become a significant 

feature of most resource abundant nations including Nigeria. Resource curse is the adverse 

effect of a country’s abundant natural resource wealth in such a magnitude that the 
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abundant natural resources paradoxically appear to be a curse rather than a blessing. It is 

also a phenomenon that expresses that those countries with abundant material resources 

tend to develop at a very slow rate than other resource poor – countries. 

D. Environmental Justice 

Environmental justice according to the United States Environmental Protection Agency is 

the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, colour, 

national origin or income with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement 

of environmental laws, regulations and policies. At the root of environmental justice is fair 

treatment and meaningful involvement of all people with respect to environmental issues 

and their environment. Fair treatment guarantees right to life and other rights. The African 

Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights is enforceable in Nigeria by virtue of section 12 of 

the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999, provides that “All people shall have 

the right to a general satisfactory environment favourable to their development”. This 

provision is akin to section 20 of the Nigerian Constitution 1999 was interpreted in Gbemire 

v SPDC Limited & Ors , when the court inter alia declared that; the continuous flaring of gas 

by Shell Development Company Ltd and NNPC in the course of its oil production and 

exploration activities in the Applicant’s community is a gross violation of their fundamental 

right to life which includes a healthy environment as recognized by the section 20 of the 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999. Environmental justice means fair 

treatment of all persons without discrimination and involvement of all persons in the 

development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws and policies. 

 

III. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL CONTENT REQUIREMENTS 

The discovery of natural resource in any country comes with much excitement and 

expectation due to the anticipated windfalls that naturally accompany the exploitation of 

these resources. In nations where there are inadequate skilled human resources and 

technical know-how, foreign expertise is sought to exploit these resources, which results in 

foreign dominance of the sector from the onset. As a result of this fact, subsequently, the 

policymakers strategize to reap the maximum benefits for their nations by instituting 

appropriate policies such as; passing of petroleum law that governs how revenue from oil 

and gas is split between International Oil Companies (IOCs) and Governments is spent, 

security policies, protectionism and technology transfer plans. Similar strategies include 

local content development, tackling of national social and economic problems etcetera. One 

of the most commonly adopted strategies is the ‘Local Content Requirement’ .These policies 

aim at creating further benefits to the economies of the host nations beyond the direct 

contribution of the sector by linking the oil and gas sector to other sectors of the economy  

.It is also does same through establishing deliberate plans to hand over the governance of 

oil and gas industry to the nationals to ensure maximum use of nationals both in material 

resources, goods and services and to maximize foreign direct investment (FDI) potentials .  

The hitherto structure of the Nigeria critical sectors shows that the sectors were 

characterized by the foreign dominance and control of the industry. In analysing this 

seeming irony, it becomes obvious that notwithstanding the teeming Nigerian market 

strength and opportunities for dynamic economic growth, the situation in the Nigerian oil 

and gas sector when weighed vis-à-vis the rich resource, local content expectation and 
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outcome, the circumstance can be described as a tragic hopelessness which can match into 

the resource-curse syndrome if precautions are not taken urgently. 

In order to turn the tide of bad economy of the Nigerian nation through the oil and gas 

sector which has enormous potentials, various policies and laws have been pursued by the 

government. The laws were hitherto enacted in Nigeria at different times by different 

governments yet it still seems that the best is yet to come. These laws made various 

provisions to enforce local content requirement and attract development in the respective 

legislation, unfortunately they haven’t achieved much, owing probably to absence of will-

power on the part of the enforcement organs.  

The foregoing handicaps triggered the desired outcry that brought about the enactment of 

the Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act 2010 with intent to disconnect 

and stop the ugly trend of foreign domination and propel indigenous participation in the oil 

and gas industry and propel the upturning of the table in favour of Nigerians at least by law. 

Not quite long after the establishment of the Act, that Nigerians and the Government 

realized that the oil and gas industry is a very capital intensive one and cannot employ as 

many people as expected. The legislation includes various regulations that lay out the rules 

and procedures for the implementation.  The most tragic aspect of this legislation is 

misdirection of the target of the content derivatives to the top instead of the bottom.  The 

oil and gas resource, like every other resource, is finite in nature. Nations are increasingly 

becoming pre-occupied with improving the chances for local participation in the exploitation 

of resources, especially mining and oil and gas explorations.  

This is relatively due to global belief that the resources in these industries drive economic 

growth and can pull a nation out of poverty. Policymakers design policies with increasing 

local content by the use of incentives and performance standards to stimulate economic 

growth and nurture local industries. The situation was same in Ghana, when the country 

discovered oil in commercial quantity in 2007 in the offshores Southern part of Ghana. The 

then president of Ghana; Kuffor summarized this euphoria as a “short in the arm” the 

opportunity that would give Ghana the wings to fly and transform Ghana into an African 

Tiger” but it never did due to negative exigencies that the oil carries with it. The local content 

in the oil and gas industry is ordinarily expected to create value addition to the host nation, 

state, more especially the locality of the exploration respectively through the activities of 

the oil and gas industry.   

Canada, Australia and several European nations in their automobile, electronics and tobacco 

industries have employed the use of content requirement, or export performance to their 

advantages. United Kingdom, Norway, Brazil, Malaysia and Trinidad and Tobago are not an 

exception. Nigeria is blessed with abundant natural resources including eight (8) major 

Ports, excluding oil Terminals with Cargo handling capacity of 35 million tonnes per annum, 

ten (10) terminals, one hundred and sixty-eight Jetties (165) and offshore oil installations 

and structures. 

This background surely speaks for itself, that Nigeria is remarkably a nation, naturally 

endowed with abundant natural resources accounting for about 95% of our national income, 

making the oil and gas industry a critical sector in the Nigerian economy. The combined 

effect of these analyses reveals Nigeria as a big international resourceful nation with great 
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potentials but has been relatively eluded from the benefits of these resources due probably 

to the hiccups of the hitherto existing legal regime and may even continue with the new 

regime if certain adjustments are not made urgently as this paper will reveal at the end of 

this work. The Act is a protectionist policy and so tends to shield the nationals from global 

competition. It cannot be pretended that International economic laws and diplomacy still 

advocate globalization, competition and free market enterprise which is immensely 

promoted by the World Trade Organization and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT). Astonishingly, the wind of change has deflected global economic policies, 

globalization, free trade and competition for protectionism in different appellations to 

preserve national economies from unfair competition due to inherent low manpower 

capacities and infrastructural inadequacies and decadence.  

 Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act is believed will translate the 

benefits of massive natural resources endowed in the country into tangible national 

development realities through technology transfer, capacity building and take-over 

arrangement in the sector. However, irrespective of the differences in individual reasoning; 

the Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act, 2010 has launched the 

beginning of a new era in the Nigerian oil and gas Industry in a comprehensive package of 

legislation containing the ingredients of domestic economic policy, International trade policy, 

national security agenda, local economic development, socio-economic matters and 

strategies for technology transfer.  

The laudable objectives of the Act include; ensuring that substantial portion of the activities, 

materials, engineering, arts and human capital utilized in the oil and gas industry is 

domiciled within the country, domiciliation focus on local value addition and promotion of 

technology transfer, stopping oil and gas from being ‘enclave’ economy and create linkages 

to the wider economy, and Nigerianization of over USD 9 million annual spending in the 

petroleum industry  

The anticipation of quick delivery of the loaded dividends into the multifariously challenged 

socio-economic state of Nigeria through the transformative synergy of the new order to the 

country and the industry is high.  One point of attraction is the well thought-out guidelines 

issued to ease implementation problems, forsake errors and avoid mistakes though likely to 

suffer some set back due to the structure of the Act. The operations of critical sectors in any 

economy are interwoven and linked together and need to be pursued in order to produce 

the value chain need to engender economic transformation, reparation and remediation and 

improve revenue conservation.   

International Trade Agreement (ITA) threatens the sustenance and establishment of Local 

Content Requirement. In 2011, an extensive nationwide survey jointly conducted by the 

Youth Network for Human Rights and Democracy and Friedrich-Ebert-Shifting, showed that 

a majority of the population believed that non-Nigerians profit more from the production of 

the oil than Nigerians do .Consequently, civil society groups in Nigeria mounted pressure on 

the government to develop a legal and regulatory framework to protect the interests of the 

Nigerian citizens more particularly those of the oil and gas region and publish details of 

agreements between the Nigerians and the foreign multinationals exploration companies .  

The strategy of local content was evolved to avert the paradox of ‘resource curse’ maximize 

the benefits of this resource and ensure that citizens of host communities benefit generally 
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from it. In Uganda the discovery of oil and gas caused distortions in the customary land 

tenure system in the oil, conflict, displacement and substantial migration into the region. 
 

 

IV. CHALLENGES AND PROBLEMS OF THE NIGERIAN CONTENT ACT 
 

Challenges and problems of the Nigerian content requirements are vertically similar to each 

other. It expresses obstacles, bottlenecks, barriers and limitations hindering the realization 

of the primary and general aim and objectives of the Nigerian content initiatives more visibly 

noticed and established at a closer look and during the enforcement of the local content 

requirements. The under-listed discourse summarizes the challenges and problems of the 

Nigerian Content Policy seriatim. 

 

A. The inherent preferential treatment in favour of the Host in terms of employment, 

participation, training, product and services provision.  

 

One technical point that has been used for and against the local content requirements is the 

issue of preferential treatment meted to the host citizens in matters such as employment, 

participation, training, and award of oil blocks, procurement of goods and services, etcetera. 

It is trite that where the preferential treatment is not directed to the technical and 

managerial cadre in the industry, the expected derivatives of the local content objective 

may not be achieved, what can be achieved at best will be participation of the citizens 

without apparently any indication of transfer of any skill, technology or any succession. 

Preferential treatment to boast engagements must be targeted at particular skilled level of 

personnel with mandatory provisions requiring the company to compulsorily transfer the 

requisite skill and technology to the citizens as provided in the Petroleum Industry Act which 

appear to be a better provision but without teeth to bite.  

 

B. The Swapping of the content plan from ‘local content’ to Nigerian content. 

 

This is a critical problem because this subjugation has certainly upturned the anticipated 

benefit and solution to the host communities who had thought that the coming of this 

content plan will change the tide, fully confident that the policy is local content rather than 

Nigerian content. This seeming treachery against the host communities has destroyed the 

core values, expectations, loud ovation and the thought that remediation of the perennial 

sorrows of the local communities and its citizenry, who would have turned into stakeholders 

in the extraction activities in their own localities has been aborted. The incidence of the 

direct opposite of this thought is not palatable as it will take us back to the challenges of 

the hitherto local content plans of the yester years and their unfortunate incidences of the 

restiveness and criminality.  

 

C. The inadequacy of the Act to cater for the needs and aspirations of the citizens of Nigeria and 

the Host Communities 

 

 There is no direct provision that created the court with jurisdiction to hear matters 

arising from its enforcement and no direct provisions specifying the citizens’ rights 

in the event that the company that refuse to employ them on ground of incapacity 

fails to give them the necessary training or fails to accord them priority including 

denial from the bidding preferences if their bids are the lowest financial bid without 

being 10% in excess lower that the lowest financial bidder. The rights of citizens are 
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by insinuations and necessary implications; in that the sections under the Act that 

attempted to create the right of Nigerians did not create tangible and specific rights.  

 

 The constituting nomenclature of the Nigerian Content Development Monitoring 

Board (NCDMB) is defective and disturbing in that the said nomenclature suggests 

that the Board which is the major organ driving the Nigerian Content policy pre-

supposed its core assignment as ‘monitoring’ rather than implementation and 

enforcement of the Act. Poor implementation and enforcement were the main 

fulcrum for the failure of the hitherto regimes of the local content in Nigeria.  

 

 The constitution of the Governing Council as provided in section 72 of the Act is not 

balanced but lopsided. The composition of the Governing Council as it were, excluded 

representation from the Nigerian Bar Association and the Nigerian Financial 

Institution having added representation from the Insurance Industry. A look at the 

provisions of sections 49, 51 and 52 of the Act rightly suggests that the Act accorded 

the pride of place to the Insurance Industry, the Financial Industry and the Legal 

profession. Under the Act it is mandatory for every operator to utilize the financial 

services of Nigerian financial institutions, the services of Nigerian Insurance 

institution and services of Nigerian legal service providers. One wonders why the 

other two industries were excluded in the composition of the Governing Council. This 

Omission will negatively affect the operations of the Council in matters relating to 

the two industries. This is an anomaly, for it would have enhanced the 

implementation of the Nigerian Content Act and the Regulations associated with the 

Act. 

 

 Lack of provisions for the specific roles of the Directorates in the Act. This may give 

room to speculations, usurpations of duties and failure of the system because duties 

were not streamlined. Unfortunately, the Directorates are not enough to match the 

functions listed in the Act as to link each directorate to specific functions. If this be 

so, which Directorate will be linked to implementation and enforcement? 

 

 The penalty for contravention of the Act is minimal and may encourage default. 

Sanctions the major punishment not deterrent enough, the right provisions of the 

Act are mere normative sections without power of coercion, corruption and lack of 

transparency); institutional overlap, jurisdictional conflicts, weak enforcement 

organs and mechanisms, conflict between local laws and international trade and 

investment treaties. 

 

 The Act failed to create a transparent process for oil licencing, leases, permits, award 

of oil lifting contracts on the first and exclusive considerations to Nigerian Contractors 

and Service Companies where several threshold qualifications exists.  

 

 The Act made provision only for administrative resolution of issues arising from 

implementation of the Act. There is weird uncertainty of the right of action of the 

citizens due to the debilitating words of the sections creating the rights and the 

absurdity of section 2 of the Act in view of chapter 2 of the Constitution where the 

right envisaged and constituted as rights in the Act is provided in chapter 2 of the 

constitution. 
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D. The Board is saddled with too many functions and many of the said functions are 

unnecessarily duplicated, repeated and cumbersome. The Act failed to assign 

responsibility and statutory obligation in the operations and process of the Board to the 

Nigerian Extractive Industries Transparency Initiatives (NEITI) Commission to ensure 

transparency, due process, accountability in the activities of the Board and to eliminate 

corrupt practices. The Act is flawed in these under-listed areas: 

 

 The there are no provisions for accountability, transparency, checks and balances 

on these numerous functions saddled on the Board in the Act and this is 

dangerous as there seem to be total exclusion of the court intervention.  

 The functions of the Board as captured in section 70 of the Act is verbose and 

repetitive.  

 

E. Incompatibility with world trade agreements such as; GATT, TRIMs, WTO leading to 

anticipatory disputes from WTO member states over breach of WTO agreements, 

GATT, TRIMs etcetera, enforcement challenges; poor enforcement measures and no 

compliance of the rules of requirement, Inadequate funding and financial shortage. 

 

F. Corruption, and the absence of necessary political will-power to steer compliance 

 

In 2007 an article in The Economist posed the question as to whether oil sector reform is 

possible in a country where corruption prevails in all aspects of life. This article suggested 

that reforming Nigeria’s oils sector was feasible but would require significant commitment 

and political will from the Nigerian government and Nigerians. Despite the much needed 

reforms outlined in the Petroleum Industry Act 2021, the Nigerian oil industry continues to 

be plagued by corruption, mismanagement and inefficiency. The awarding of oil licenses and 

contracts lacks transparency and effective oversight. Theft and mismanagement of oil 

revenues exacerbate the flow of illicit funds in Nigeria and limit the industry’s potential to 

promote development. Nigeria is plagued by both grand and petty corruption, with studies 

confirming that 50 percent of all drugs sold in Nigerian drugstores in the 1990s were 

counterfeit. This has devastating consequences for health outcomes in the country. In short, 

all aspects of life in Nigeria are directly affected by corruption. 

 

G. Performance challenges arises as policymakers in Nigeria should prioritize reforms that 

Increase transparency and oversight in the oil sector as well as increase the efficiency of the 

Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Limited 

 

NUPRC, NDMPRA and the NCMB tasked with regulating the oil industry. Presently, Nigerians 

are embroiled in uncertainty whether the oil subsidy on the importation of fuel has been 

removed or not and how it operates. This is due to the problem of lack transparency.  With 

better management of oil resources and efficient oversight of the industry, Nigeria should 

be able to translate its vast oil wealth into development gains for its people and hence 

eliminate the need for a subsidy. 

 

H. Local Content Policy is one sector based and need to be linked to other critical sectors 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown vividly that the health sector need capacity upgrade and 

building which can readily be achieved through local content plan in that sector. The Nigerian 

Content Policy is one sector based and this fact hinders its potentials in the economy. 



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  562 
 

I. Dearth of Developed local supply chain that can compete on an international basis 

 

There is dearth of Developed local supply chain that can compete on an international basis 

and there is huge upfront cost to develop local supply chain that can compete with the 

international counterparts. 

 

J. Crucial Technological Challenges, Capacity and Capability Gaps 

 

There are crucial technological challenges, capacity and capability gaps across industries 

and sectors including low interest in science subjects, lack of motivation of students and 

study of science subjects in schools that can translate as foundation for the subsequent 

building of research development and innovations. Lack of good supporting infrastructure 

(transport, water, electricity etcetera, Poor academic curriculum/vocational 

training/investment in R&D and Sectorial or sectional local content policy requirement. 

 

K. Stringent Provisions of the Act likely to encourage full Compliance 

 

The set targets in key categories are so ambitious despite the fact that the in-country 

capacity to meet target is grossly inadequate. This enables planners to define what is 

realistic and achievable. Regulatory requirements should define explicit targets for local 

content development rather than a generalized objective. It should be subject matter driven 

rather sector based. 

 

L. The Nigeria content adopt the top-to- bottom instead of Bottom-to-Top approach 

 

The Nigeria content adopt the top-to- bottom approach to solving oil and gas sector 

challenges involving the locality which imposes national priority in place of local priority 

considerations without any means of assuaging the incidences of oil and gas exploration on 

the host communities and the localities. The implication is that while the government want 

to save the indigenous companies from the competition of foreign firms, it dangerously 

exposes the indigenous populace to the tragedy of competitions from the foreign-locals 

(other nationals) without any special consideration or priority placement accorded to the 

host community taking into cognizance that it was this seeming oppression, denials, 

exclusion, environmental degradation and injustices that lead to restiveness and all manners 

of criminality in the creeks and extractive industry sites. 

 

M. The efforts at transfer of technology is left in the hands of contractors, indigenous companies, 

multi-nationals, alliance partners etcetera without government involvement. 

 

It appears impossible for the multi-nationals who are making a living from their first class 

activities in the oil and gas industry to actually transfer technology to the Nigerians who will 

succeed them and take over the control of the sector from them. Man by nature is selfish 

and will always patronize things that will give him maximum benefit and give less attention 

to activities that will cause losses to him, succession and transfer of technology is one of 

them. The government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria should be at the hub of this pursuit 

using thematic research, innovations and development to network Nigerian Institutions of 

technology, Petroleum Institute and institutions of higher learning both within and outside 

Nigeria to achieve technology transfer rather than depending wholly on the people it wants 

to sack from their job. 
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N. The provisions of the rights of the citizens regarding first priority, exclusive priority in terms 

of training, education, re-training, winning of contract, award of contract, supplies, utilization of 

Nigerians, goods and services are not framed in concrete terms but in webbing or wobbling terms that 

is capable of several interpretation and misconceptions that may lead to injustices to the host 

communities and Nigerians.   

 

Section 2 of the Act which appears to be the leading section of the Act purports to undermine 

the rights of citizens as provided by the Act as the wordings tend to neutralize or vitiate the 

strength and viability of the rights envisaged and renders them nugatory. Section 2 of the 

Act appears to be a principal provision moderating other provisions and if this is confirmed, 

it means that the right provided by the Act is merely advisory and provisional. Section 2 

provides, that;  

 

all regulatory authorities, operators, contractors, subcontractors, alliance partners, and 

other entities involved in any project, operation, activity or transaction in the Nigerian Oil 

and Gas Sector shall consider Nigerian Content as an important element of their overall 

project development and management philosophy in project execution. 

 

O. The Federal Government failed to invest on thematic research and innovations to develop local 

capacity and capabilities as is other jurisdictions. 

 

A closer look at the Act suggests the reason why the Nigerian Content policy has not 

achieved its core objectives. Enforcement which means implementation, application, 

execution, putting into practice etcetera is broad based. 

 

P. The extant Act failed to address the causes of the perennial problems such as infrastructure 

deficiencies and developmental lapses in the host communities by not assigning certain 

percentage of the fund derived from the sector specifically for the development 

 

The host communities as a palliative measure to cushion the effects of the incidences of 

exploration, and environmental degradation and other denials.  The trust fund created by 

sections 234 and 235 of the Petroleum Industry Act 2021 is not sufficient and will be fraught 

with accessibility difficulties. The Petroleum Industry Act 2021 only focused on fund and 

mindless of the training, manpower development, capacity building, skill acquisition and 

infrastructural development of the host communities in the core sectorial areas of need to 

transform the restive youths. 

 

Q. There is no local content provision for in-country and local refining of hydrocarbon crude 

produced in Nigerian 

 

To contain inflation, enhance value creation, stimulate the economy and create employment. 

The problem of omission of the refining of Nigerian Crude locally and compulsory supply of 

adequate crude to local or indigenous refineries to refine locally in the Act. 

 

 

V. PROSPECTS OF THE NIGERIAN CONTENT POLICY 

 

The Nigerian local content requirements in the oil and gas sector have thrived so far in 

comparison to achieve to a reasonable extent the participation of the Nigerians in the 
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Industry both the indigenous companies, products and services including training, re-

training, education and other categories of preferential treatment in contract bidding and 

award of Nigerian. It is observed that the Act need to be amended substantially to be able 

to achieve is lofty objectives to the fullest. The Act equally triggered the innovation 

expressed in the creation of the structured HCDT and given a chapter of attention to the 

host communities. It is still work in progress. The application of the Nigerian content 

requirements in the oil and gas sector reveals that though the content has a huge prospect 

and has achieved a few things, the entire legis corpus requires total overhauling in the 

composition of the Act, its contents and implementation mechanisms so as to achieve the 

core essence of the extant regime. 

 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

This article started with a well-structured introduction, through the doctrinal research 

approach, reviewed literatures on the historical development amidst relevant conceptual 

clarifications, x-rayed the challenges, problems and prospects of the Nigerian Oil and Gas 

Industry Content Development Act 2010. The article discovered among other things, that 

the Act lacked the adequate potentials to create or add expected value in the economy, lives 

of Nigerians generally and the host communities in particular, the Act lacked the requisite 

potentials to secure a stringent and efficient implementation of the Act to compel compliance 

with the provisions of the Act, the Act also failed to make enforceable provisions to ensure 

the enforcement of the principle of utilization of Nigerians and the priority and exclusive 

considerations offered by the Act, the Act also failed to secure the mechanism for the 

building of national capacity, capabilities, transfer of technology and succession which are 

the core values of the extant local content regime, the Act pays lip service to the issue of 

training, education, re-training as the government of Nigeria left every strategy of transfer 

of technology on the operators, contractors, sub-contractors, alliance partners etcetera 

without realizing that national capacity is the bride of any oil rich nation that wants to 

succeed the expatriates and that transfer of technology of building of national competences 

should be a national imperative amplifies by sincere and capital intensive investment in 

paper and development as the driver of the nation’s succession and transfer of technology 

plan, the Act failed to address the causes of restiveness and all sorts of criminalities and 

hostilities in the oil rich zone which frustrate oil and gas investments and to enable conducive 

atmosphere to efficient and effective and peaceful working environment for the oil and gas 

workers to enable large production in the zone.    

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A lot more need to be done to improve the effectiveness of the Nigerian Oil and Gas Content 

Development. We have drawn recommendations from the outcome of the analysis of this 

article. The recommendations considered are herein as follows:  

  

 

A. Reconstitution and Re-designation of the Board (NCDMB) 

The functions of the Board should be shared among the directorates to function in line with 

their respective portfolios, while an additional directorate of implementation and 

enforcement be created to perform the core functions of enforcement and implementation 
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of the policy. The Governing Council should be reconstituted to include a representative of 

the legal profession from the Nigerian Bar Association, Finance and the Banking Industries. 

This will balance the leverages in the council as these institutions are amongst the 

institutions and professions that the Act specifically requested to be mandatorily utilized by 

the operators because the counterparts of this sectors which is the insurance sector is 

represented in the Governing Council. The exclusion of these sectors in the Governing 

Council is inappropriate and wrong.  

 

The Nigerian Content Development Monitoring Board (NCDMB) should be re-designated and 

renamed the Nigerian Content Development Implementation, Enforcement and Monitoring 

Board. An assessment of the overall meaning and implication of these words, ‘monitoring, 

enforcement and implementation’ buttresses the point that if added or used to replace 

monitoring, it will prima facie suffice the object, mission and core values and responsibilities 

of the Board.   

 

B. A Directorate of Enforcement and Implementation which Directorate should be put 

in place as the centre point of the enforcement of compliance and implementation of the Act  

for the maximum benefits of Nigerians and the aspirations of the operators and the initiators 

of this great innovation and idea. 

 

C. The too many functions of the Board should be restructured as follows: 

 

 Implement and regulate the provisions of the Act and any Regulations made by the 

Minister under the Act, delegate any of its functions to an agent and do anything 

legally necessary to facilitate the performance of its functions. Supervise, coordinate, 

monitor, administer and manage, the implementation, development of the Nigerian 

content as specified in the Schedule to the Act, the e-market place and the Joint 

Qualification System (JQS) set up by the Act and the performance of all operators in 

accordance with the provisions of the Act. 

 Appraise, evaluate and approve the Nigerian Content Plan and Reports submitted to 

the Board in compliance with the Act. 

 Award certificates, permits, licences of authorization and reviews of the Nigerian 

Content plan and reports submitted to the Board in compliance to the Act  

 Assist local contractors and Nigerian companies to develop their capabilities and 

capacities to further the attainment of the goals of developing Nigerian content 

 Make procedures, guidelines for audit and regular auditing of performances and 

measurement of the Nigerian content indicators utilized throughout the country 

 Conduct studies, researches, investigations, organize conferences, seminars, 

workshops, symposia, trainings and other publications for a to further the attainment 

of the goal of the Nigerian content. 

 

D. Amendment of the Act 

 

The Act should be amended by deleting the obnoxious portions of section 2 of the Act that 

renders all other sections of the Act particularly the sections creating rights suggestive and 

directory instead of making them tangible and enforceable rights. The Act should also be 

amended to include a section or clause of reassurance that the sections of the Act creating 

rights of the Nigerian citizens, professionals, Indigenous operators, service providers and 
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contractors stalled and nugatory by the provisions of Chapter 11 of the Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999. 

 

E. Re-definition of the local content development requirement  

 

The local content development requirement definition should represent the process that 

grows and sustains foreign direct investment and transit the economic imperatives from a 

consumer economy or rent-state to a production economy. It must radically deviate from 

the conservative and traditional nationality models of top-to-bottom approach prevalent in 

most jurisdictions operating LCR but adopt a definition that emphasizes the bottom-to-top 

approach giving priority attention to the locality in the strategic areas of capacity 

development with linkages to both production, consumption and service activities in the 

economy that addresses the peculiarities of the particular economy. 

 

F. The adoption of incremental and compartmentalized strategy that links other critical 

sectors 

  

The law and regulation of the Nigerian local content strategy should adopt an incremental 

and compartmentalized strategy that is linked to other critical sectors in the implementation 

of the local content by taking stock of what skills are available and in what compartments 

at any given time and set their local content strategy accordingly to grow competences in 

that area of shortage and then engage same strategy on the other compartments 

accordingly. When there are sectorial linkages in the content policy, the benefits accruing 

to the locality and the nation through the multiplier effect will be enormous. Linking the oil 

and gas sector to the rest of the Nigerian economy will support sharing of strategies for 

improving training opportunities, domiciliation of capacity, technology services and 

development upgrade of facilities and infrastructure with critical focus on the 

underdeveloped of manufacturing and agro industries. 

 

G. Developing Stronger Collaboration with the Education Sector for Sustainable 

Development and Thematic Innovation 

 

The Board needs to build stronger collaboration with the educational institutions in the 

country those offering or capable of mounting courses in these core areas of need of the 

industry to make necessary structural changes to meet the demand for technical skills and 

know-how.  A more practical way to ensure technology and skills transfer is through the 

establishment of mentorship programmes in collaborations with IOCs, technological 

Institutes and networks so that local companies can learn much faster Abolishment of any 

Known definition of local Content. It is recommended that to avoid breach of the rules of 

WTO and GATT on the trade related investment measures, Nigeria should abolish any known 

legal definition of its local content and employ the indirect methods of measuring, ranging 

from man hours, finance, volume or weight of goods supplied.  

 

H. There should be periodic review of the NCDA after 4-6 years to make it more practical in view 

of its lessons from implementation. 

 

The Local content model must be able to analyse national development priorities in order to 

align local `content activities with development priorities which can greatly enhance the 

benefits to the company and host country. 8. There should be adequate legal provisions in 
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the local content legislations and regulations to enable joint ventures with local firms, 

developing local education and training institutions, industrial collaborations and local 

procurement, training and skill development of local workforce in the locality through 

scholarship in relevant area of needs in the oil and gas industry. The law should provide 

more stringent implementation strategies and sanctions on the operators of the industry in 

terms of what the companies will suffer if they default. There should also the injection of 

transparency and accountability strategies into the process with the political will power to 

enforce the law to the letters.    

 

I. Government should provide enabling environment for the local content to thrive, 

infrastructural facilities, investment in education research 

 

And development and fiscal incentives. There should be possible synergy for the local supply 

chain for human and material resources which can benefit from the progress in the oil and 

gas industry. 

 

J. The Government through all its agencies involved in the enforcement of the Nigerian Content 

Development should be open to dialogue and communications with stakeholders in the 

industry.  

 

A healthy relationship will facilitate a more effective implementation. The IOC’s and other 

companies whose agreements are affected by the legislation should be incentivized to apply 

the legislation; for instance, operators that have vigorously pursued and have evidence of 

innovation in the core areas of value creation, capacity building, transfer of technology to 

Nigerians, should be granted tax breaks as incentive for various levels of local content. The 

discretionary ministerial powers to waive local content requirements spelt out in the Act 

should be made more transparent or better still transferred to the Governing Council to 

ensure transparency and avoid corruption. 

 

K. Despite the existence of the NCDF, consideration need to be made to create a more favourable 

financial climate for the Small and Medium Enterprises (SME’s) for example the creation of 

special loan or funding packages to grow SME’s businesses with the availability of tax 

concessions similar to what IOCs enjoy. 

 

L. The government through its agencies should provide public education on the extent and ways 

through which the oil revenue could be of benefit to host communities to avoid agitation and 

unrest in the future because of high expectations not being met. 

 

The government should take up the responsibility of training of its nationals and transfer of 

technology to enhance capacity building and make succession bid possible, thereby enable 

the host communities to be fix in the business of exploration and exploitation.  

 

M. Survey of local capabilities to determine existing and potential capabilities so as to fill the  

gaps between the health and safety capabilities of local workers and the standards for technical 

and operational integrity set by international oil and gas operators.  

 

The academic curriculum and training should be practical oriented and aligned to industry 

requirements and capacity building across sectors including NNPC, FIRS and professional 

services. 
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N. The bottom–to-Top approach that concerns the subnational should be adopted in resolving 

locality problems rather than the top-to-bottom approach.  

 

The bottom-to-top approach will transform the host communities from hostility to 

stakeholder ship due to participatory corporate governance and partnership between the 

investors and the communities where the facilities and the infrastructures are built and 

operated, leads to harmonious business environment with resultant increase in investment 

and domestic national income and carries the sub-nationals along in the projects of the oil 

and gas industry.  

 

O. The Act should be amended to provide for the compulsory local refining of the Nigerian. 

 

Hydrocarbon crude oil whether in a private or public Nigerian refinery and adequate crude 

should be supplied to the refinery at the Nigerian Naira currency rate for their maximum 

production capacity of the designated barrel of oil per day. 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

[1] M. Esteves, and M.A. Barclay, ‘Enhancing the Benefits of Local Content: Integrating 

Social and Economic Impact Assessment into Procurement Strategies’ Journal 

Impact Assessment and Project Appraisal (2011)29(3)201-215. 

[2] A.E. Ite, et al, ‘Petroleum Exploration and Production, Past and Present 

Environmental Issues in the Nigeria’s Niger Delta’, American Journal of 

Environmental Protection (2013) 1(4) 79-90  

[3] Ado, R., ‘Local Content Policy and the WTO Rules of Trade-Related Investment 

Measures (TRIMS): The Pros and Cons’, International Journal of Business and 

Management Studies, (2013)137-146.  

[4] Armah and Torku, ‘Are Nigeria’s Current Policies Sufficient to Avoid the Occurrence 

of the Resource Curse’? In N. Apt, Position Nigeria in the Global Context 

(Forthcoming) Nigeria, IFRA Publishers 2014, 7;  

[5] BBC News, (2007, June 19). ‘Nigeria will be an African Tiger, (2007) Retrieved 

October 8, 2013, from BBC   

[6] Blacks’ Law Dictionary 7th Edition P. 549 and Blacks’ Law Dictionary P. 635  

[7] Nwapi, ‘A Survey of the Literature on Local Content Policies in the Oil and Gas 

Industry in East Africa’,  

[8] The School of Public Policy SPP Technical Paper, University of Calgary, (2016) 9(16)  

[9] Nwapi, ‘Defining the Local in Local Content Requirements in the Oil and Gas and 

Mining Sectors for Sustainable National and Sub-national Economic Development in 

Developing Countries’, Paper Presented at the 2015 Law and Development 

Conference, New Orleans , USA. (2015) 

[10] Akunyili, Counterfeit and Substandard Drugs, Nigeria’s Experience: Implications, 

Challenges, Actions and Recommendations,” Paper presented at World Bank 

Meeting for Key Interest Groups in Health, Washington, DC. (2005)13-20 

[11] Dawe, R. A., ‘Developing Sustainability During the Oil and Gas Era For When the 

Hydrocarbon Resource Is Exhausted: The Example of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago’, Energy Sources, Part B: Economics, Planning and Policy, (2007)3(1) 76-

88.  



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  569 
 

[12] Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Foundation, ‘A Nationwide Survey on the Expectations and 

Participation of the Youth in Nigeria’s Oil and Gas Industry, Youth Network for 

Human Rights & Democracy, Youth and Oil Gas Governance in Nigeria, (2011) 21. 

[13] Gene M.G. ‘The Theory of Dynamic Content Protection and Content Preference’, 

Quarterly Journal of Economics, (1987) 96 (4) 583  

[14] Gyimah-Boadi and K.A. Prempeh, ‘Oil, Politics and Content Preference’ The 

Quarterly Journal of Democracy, (2012) 94-108.  

[15] Ihua, U. B., and others, ‘Nigerian Content Policy in the Oil and Gas Industry: 

Implications for Small to Medium-Sized Oil Service Companies’ S. Sigue (ed), 

Repositioning African Business and Development for the 21st Century: Proceeding 

of the 10 Annual Conference – IAABD, Kampala: International Academy of African 

Business and Development (2009)163-170 

[16] IPIECA, ‘Local Content Strategy. A Guidance Document for the Oil and Gas 

Industry’, London International Petroleum Industry Environmental Conservation 

Association, (2011)145-150   

[17] J.G. Frynas, ‘the False Development Promise of Corporate Social Responsibility: 

Evidence from Multinational Oil Companies’, International Affairs (2005) 81(3)581-

598 

[18] J.M. Amangwai, and N. Amos, ‘The Impact of Fuel Subsidy Removal on the Nigerian 

Economy’, African Journal of Economics and Sustainable Development (2025) 8(1) 

42-47 

[19] J.O. Adeoti, ‘Nigeria: Policy Priorities to Unlock Growth Potential’, Journal of 

Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Paper (NISER), the Brookings Institution 

Africa Growth Initiative (2012)31  

[20] J.S. Ovadia, ‘The Nigerian ‘one percent’ and Management of National Oil Wealth 

through Nigerian Content’, Journal of Science and Society (2013)77(3) 315-341 

[21] Jeffrey D, Sachs and Others ‘National Resource Abundance and Economic Growth 

and Development’,  Discussion Paper No. 517a, Cambridge Harvard Institute for 

International Development (1995) 97 

[22] Kar, Dev and Karly Curcio, ‘Illicit Financial Flows from Developing Countries: 2000–

2009’, Global Financial Integrity, Washington, DC. (2011) 

[23] Karl T.L. ‘the Paradox of Plenty: Oil Boom and Petro-States’, Studies in International 

Political Economy, Berkeley, University of California Press, (1997) 342 

[24] Kazzazi, A. and Nouri, B., ‘A Conceptual Model for Local Content Development in 

the Petroleum Industry’, Management Science Letters, (2012)2, 2165-2174 

[25] L. Atsegbua, ‘the Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act 2010: An 

Examination of its Regulatory Framework’, OPEC Energy Review (2012) 36(4) 479-

494  

[26] Labinjo D.O., ‘The Nigerian Tonnage Development: A Ship Owners Perspective’, A 

Paper delivered on the Conference on Piracy and Security on the Nigerian Waters, 

at NICON NOGA, Hotel and Towers,  NIMASA Publications, 2014)23  

[27] Lagos Business School (Breakfast Meeting), Extending the Local Content Drive 

across the National Economy, ND Concepts Limited (2017) 11  

[28] Limi, A. ‘Did Botswana Escape from the Resource Curse?’ (2006) African 

Development International Monetary Funds, Working Paper WP/06/138  

[29] Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, P. 1128; New International 

Webster’s Comprehensive Dictionary of the English Language, Encyclopedic Edition, 

P. 822 



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  570 
 

[30] Menas, Menas Local Content online website [online] Menas website: (2008) Menas 

Associates. Available: http.//www.menas.co.uk/home.aspx accessed 2017 

[31] Michael D. S, ‘Winners and Losers: ‘How Sector Shape the Developmental Prospects 

of States’, I Ithaca N.Y. Cornel University Press (1994) 272. 

[32] Michael, Ross and others, ‘The Political Economy of Resource Curse,’ World Politics 

January 51, pp 297-322; University of California Press (1997) 342 

[33] Nigeria Seeks Extension of Maritime Boundary, Lagos [2009] Guardian Newspaper, 

17. (Outcome of the application not yet determined) 

[34] Office of Legacy Management: What s Environmental Justice? United States 

Department of Energy, Washington D.C.<https://www.energy.gov-

series>accessed 27/4/2021 

[35] Ovadia, J. S., ‘The Dual Nature of Local Content in Angola’s Oil and Gas Industry: 

Development vs. Elite Accumulation’, Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 

(2012) 395-417 

[36] P.K. Ozili and K. Obiora, ‘Implications of Fuel Subsidy Removal on the Nigerian 

Economy’, Policy’s Role in Achieving Sustainable Development Goal, IGI (2023)’  

[37] Sachs and Warners, ‘the Big Push, Natural Resources Booms and Growth’, Journal 

of Development Economics (1999)59 (1) 43-76.  

[38] Senoo J.E and Armah S.E, ‘Assessing the Effectiveness of Ghana’s Local Content 

Policy in the Oil and Gas Industry’, Journal of Energy and Economic Development 

(2015)1(1) 22-61  

[39] Silvano Tordo and others, ‘Local Content Policies in the Oil and Gas Sector’ (2013), 

World Bank Study (Washington, DC: Worldbank, p.231 

[40] Terry Lymn Karl, The paradox of Plenty: Oil Boom and Petro-States; Berkeley, 

University of California Press (1997) page 342 

[41] The Economist. ‘Nigeria: Reforming the Oil industry’ [2007]. Print Edition: Abuja, 

Nigeria 

[42] Tordo and others, Local Content Policies in the Oil and Gas Sector, Washington, 

D.C., The World Bank Study  

[43] Series Publications (2013) 1-5 

[44] Tordo S. and others National Oil and Companies and Value Creation, Washington, 

D.C, World Bank Publications 2011, 24  

[45] Tordo, S. and others ibid; Warner, M. ‘Local Content in Procurement: Creating Local 

Jobs and Competitive Domestic Industries in Supply Chains’, London Routledge 

(2011) 17-34 ebook, https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351278089;  

[46] United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Convention on Access to 

Information, Public Participation in Decision Making and Access to Justice in 

Environmental Matters (Aarhus) Convention 1998.  

[47] United States Protection Agency 2014; S.I. Erugo and another, ‘Environmental 

Justice and Freedom of Information Act in Nigeria’, ABSU Law Journal (2017) 15, 

87  

[48] Veloso, F. M. ‘Understanding Local Content Decision: Economic Analysis and 

Application to the Automotive Industry’ Journal of Regional Science, (2006)46(4), 

747-772.  

[49] Wenar and Leif, ‘Property Rights and the Resource Curse’, [2008] Philosophy & 

Public Affairs 36(1): 2-32; Wenar and Leif, ‘The Resource Curse, Public Ethics 

Radio’, http//publicethicsradio.org/2008/10/07/episode-3leif-wenar-on-the-

resource-curse/, acces: 20-01-2010 



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  571 
 

 

[50] World Bank, ‘Human Capital for the Oil, Gas and Minerals Industries, Science, 

Technology and Skills for Africa’s Development [2014], Online: 

http//www.wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContent 

Server/WDSP/IB/2014/03/05/00044246420140305151740/Rendered/PDF/85714

0BR10WBoHooBox382147BooPUBLICo (pdf Accessed February 2017. 

 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights Cap 49 LFN 2004Articles 

 

24  

 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 as amended, Cap C23 Laws of the 

Federation 2004 

 

Sections  

33  

34 

42 

39 

162(2)  

 

Coastal and Inland Shipping (Cabotage) Act, 2003 

 

Industrial Training Fund Act 1971 

 

Nigerian Content Monitoring Board Guideline on the Implementation and Monitoring of the 

Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act 2010  

 

Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative Act 2007  

National Office of Technology Acquisition Act 1979  

Nigerian Oil and Gas Industry Content Development Act 2010 

Sections 

2 

3 

10 

15 

16 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

37 

38 

43 



© MAY 2026 | CRSI JOURNAL | VOLUME 1 ISSUE 6  ISSN: 3108-1584 

 

 

CRSIJ26000208             COSMO RESEARCH AND SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL  572 
 

44 

45 

46 

47 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

70 

103 

 

Petroleum Industry Act (PIA) 2021 

 

Sections 

234 

235 

239 

 

Petroleum Act 1969 

 

Paragraph 38 of Schedule 1 of the Petroleum Act 1969 

  

Petroleum (Drilling and Production) Regulations 1969 

Regulation 26   

  

Petroleum Technology Development Fund 1973 

 

 

International Treaties and Instruments 

 

General Agreement on Tariff and Trade 

Art III: 8(a) 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982 (UNCLOS 111) 

Article 78(8) 

 

Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 1992  

Principle 10 

 

Cases 

 

AG. Federation v. Att. Gen Abia State and 35 Others (2002) F.W.R (Pt. 102) 1 Gbemire v 

SPDC Limited & Ors (2005) AHRLR 151 

 


